
[image: image1.jpg]


Foundation for Wallingford-Swarthmore Schools

Grant Application Guidelines 

2014-2015
Eligibility

The Foundation for Wallingford-Swarthmore Schools funds many types of projects that are consistent with our mission to support innovation and excellence in the Wallingford-Swarthmore School District, and to enhance the quality of public education by engaging the support and energies of educators, parents, students, alumni and the greater community. We strive to equitably reach all grade levels at the five schools within WSSD.

As a frame of reference, a typical teacher grant award is under $1,000 for a single year of funding.  On occasion, the Foundation will approve larger grants for special initiatives. For the 2014/15 year, the Foundation has allocated $15,000 for grant awards and every effort is made to distribute grant monies equally on a per-student basis. This means that if multiple teachers would like to work together and submit a grant for an amount greater than the typical range referenced above, the grants committee will consider that grant, especially if the total number of students impacted by the grant is significant.  If requested, the Foundation sometimes will grant a second year of funding for a longer project.  Renewal projects may only be rewarded up to two years.  The Foundation reserves the right to partially fund a grant.

To determine if a project is suitable, we request that a grant-seeker discuss his or her proposal with the appropriate building administrators.  We also strongly encourage grant-seekers to discuss potential grant proposals with their designated teacher liaisons.  Depending on the amount of the grant, a member of the Foundation for Wallingford-Swarthmore Schools grants committee and any relevant parent organization(s) may request a follow-up meeting with the Applicant. 

Note: Projects must enhance the standards-based curriculum as guided by WSSD and the PA

Department of Education (PDE) and, if appropriate, embed technology in programming. The Foundation is strongly committed to a cooperative approach to determining the funding for innovative projects.

Costs that Foundation for Wallingford-Swarthmore Schools does not fund include but are not limited to the following:

1.
Staff development.

2.
Items or services that are regularly part of the school's budget.

3.
Compensation to WSSD school personnel for the time they may spend on a project.

4.
Individual Scholarships.

5.   The cost of refreshments at grant-related events. 

Evaluation Criteria

Grant funding will be based upon consideration of the following criteria (not necessarily listed in the order of importance).

1.
Project Excellence — Creativity, innovation and enhancement of the education experience.

2.
Project Impact — Impact on students, scope of dollars spent vs. intensity of impact;

involvement of school community; meeting an unmet need in the school or district.

(Note that the number of students affected may not be as important as the significance of the program's impact on the students who will be taking part.)

3.
Sustainability and/or replicability — Whether consideration has been given to the potential for the project's future and/or ability to expand to other schools in WSSD.
4.
Appropriateness of Budget Costs — Whether costs are commensurate with potential for excellence and impact.
5.
Capacity to effectively implement and report on grant — Whether  project implementation, documentation and reporting have been adequately addressed.
Application Process

The Grants Committee accepts applications once a year for consideration. For 2014-2015, the relevant dates are as follows:

Timeline

	Grant Application due
	Notification
	Report

	
	
	

	11/14/2014
	12/12/2014
	06/30/2015


(Please note that these dates may be subject to change.)

The grant procedures are as follows:


1.
Grant application.  Applicant submits a completed application and budge via email to grants@supportwssd.org, in accordance with the timeline noted above. The application can be downloaded from our website (http://supportwssd.org/).  

2.
Proposal review. The Grants Committee reviews each application. An applicant will be contacted by a member of the Grants Committee, if additional information is necessary, to address any issues of intent, procedure, scope or budget raised by the Grants Committee. 


3.
Grants committee meeting. The applicant does not attend this meeting. The Grants Committee considers each proposal, using the Evaluation Criteria above, and votes on its merits, making the decision whether to approve, approve with revisions, or deny funding at this time.  The Grants Committee may recommend some revisions to the scope and/or details of a project.


4.
Notification. Applicants are notified in accordance with the timeline noted above.


5.
Reporting. All approved projects must be documented and a brief final narrative and financial report must be submitted in accordance with the timeline noted above. Guidelines for reporting are found on our website (http://supportwssd.org/).  


6.
Grant Requirements.


•
The Foundation asks that grant recipients acknowledge the Foundation for Wallingford-Swarthmore Schools in any written or printed publicity and agree that any products developed through a grant award will be the property of the Foundation.


•
Grantees are required to submit a summary report with photos and budget at the conclusion of the grant and no later than June 30th. Failure to send in reports may jeopardize future funding and applications. A Grant Agreement will be sent to successful applicants detailing these requirements.

The Foundation Grants Committee encourages questions from applicants.  If you are unsure how to respond to a question, please contact your school’s Foundation Liaison.  You may also  contact the Grants Committee Co-chairs directly.

Barbara Briggs, Co-Chair

Barbara.briggs.esq@gmail.com

Gianna Karapelou, Co-Chair

Giannakarapelou@gmail.com

Once completed, please submit the Grant Application by email to grants@supportwssd.org no later than 9:00 p.m. on November 14, 2014.  Applications must be submitted electronically as a read-only file.  No hand-written or faxed applications will be considered.

ALL GUIDELINES AND FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:

http://supportwssd.org/
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